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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN REMEMBRANCE OF OTTIE
MOORE

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 23, 2021

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, it is with
deep sadness but great respect that | take this
time to remember one of my constituents,
Ottie Jackson Moore, Sr. of Bowling Green,
Virginia.

Mr. Moore passed away on Monday, May
31, 2021 after nearly a century of life. Ottie
Moore honored his country with a long career
of service first with the United States Army,
and then seven-terms as Caroline Counties
Sheriff. His life was an example of commit-
ment, dedication, and service from which all of
us would be wise to emulate.

When Ottie was not working, he was spend-
ing his time improving the community in any
way he could. He served as President of the
Virginia Sheriffs’ Association, advised the Vir-
ginia Assembly in passage of legislation to ad-
vance local law enforcement and was a found-
ing member of the Board that led to the cre-
ation of the Rappahannock Regional Training
academy in 1977.

In addition to his life of leadership in the
military and local law enforcement, Ottie was
known as a family man and valuable member
of the community. Along with his wife Dana
Moore,—together they raised a daughter Mary
and son “Jack” and worshipped as members
of the Bowling Green Methodist Church.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
honoring Mr. Ottie Moore, Sr. and in thanking
the Moore family for his incredible sacrifices,
devotion, and service to our Nation; words
cannot express our gratitude. On behalf of
America’s First District, we say thank you.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF COLONEL
HOUSTON T. “TERRY’ HAWKINS,
RET. USAF

HON. JEFF DUNCAN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 23, 2021

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Colonel Houston T. “Terry”
Hawkins, who made his trip home on June 14,
2021, with his wife, Martha Butts Hawkins by
his side.

Born in Seneca, South Carolina, Colonel
Hawkins was known by his friends and family
as “Terry.” In 1959, Terry graduated from
Seneca High School with honors and went on
to further his education at Clemson College,
which is now known as Clemson University.
There, he was a member of the ROTC pro-
gram and graduated with a B.S. in Chemistry
in 1963. Following his graduation, he was sta-
tioned at Wright Patterson Air Force Base
(AFB) in Dayton, Ohio. While on leave, he

asked Martha Butts on a date, which began a
beautiful and lifelong love. The two were mar-
ried on October 3, 1965, and later welcomed
two beautiful daughters into the world. He was
a devoted disciple of Christ and a member of
the White Rock Baptist Church.

In 1967, Terry was stationed at Kadena Air
Base in Okinawa, Japan to serve in the Viet-
nam War. After returning home to the U.S.,
Terry and Martha moved to several different
locations as he rose through the ranks within
the United States Air Force (USAF). Terry was
later promoted to Lieutenant Colonel which
brought his family to the Washington, D.C.
area where he completed three consecutive
assignments. Terry became the leader of the
Defense Intelligence Agency’s Nuclear Energy
Division from 1979 to 1983. After, he served
as the Special Assistant to the Secretary of
Defense for Air Force Nuclear Matters, then
transferred to the Defense Nuclear Agency in
1987. Finally, Terry joined the Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory where he served our great
nation for 30 more years. Terry received nu-
merous awards and recognitions throughout
his career, most notably the Chief Justice Earl
Warren Medallion awarded by the CIA. He will
be laid to rest on June 23, in his hometown of
Seneca.

Reflecting on the life of Colonel Hawkins, |
am reminded strongly of the verse John 15:13:
“Greater love has no one than this: to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends.” From a
young age, Colonel Hawkins selflessly and
nobly served his country. | am proud of the
leadership and service Colonel Hawkins
showed.

Madam Speaker, it is a privilege to be able
to serve the Third District of South Carolina
and to honor the lives of patriots like Colonel
Hawkins. My thoughts and prayers are with
his family and friends during this time.

———

JUNETEENTH NATIONAL
INDEPENDENCE DAY ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, and
Chairman MCGOVERN, | thank the Committee
for today’s markup of H.R. 1320/S. 475,
Juneteenth National Independence Day Act,
the companion to H.R. 1320, the Juneteenth
National Independence Day Act, which | intro-
duced in the House and has over 166 mem-
bers as sponsors.

Earlier this week the CBC; led by myself
and Congressman TORRES of New York, held
a Special Order, on Juneteenth and so many
of my CBC colleagues commemorated this
historically significant day for all Americans,
but especially African Americans.

Juneteenth is as significant to African Amer-
icans as July 4 is to all Americans because on
that day, June 19, 155 years ago, General

Gordon Granger, the Commanding Officer of
the District of Texas, rode into Galveston,
Texas and announced the freedom of the last
American slaves; belatedly freeing 250,000
slaves in Texas nearly two and a half years
after Abraham Lincoln signed the Emanci-
pation Proclamation.

When General Granger read these words of
General Order No. 3 set off joyous celebra-
tions of the freedmen and woman of Texas:

““The people of Texas are informed that in
accordance with a Proclamation from the
Executive of the United States, all slaves are
free. This involves an absolute equality of
rights and rights of property between former
masters and slaves, and the connection
therefore existing between them becomes
that between employer and hired laborer.”’

Juneteenth was first celebrated in the Texas
state capital in 1867 under the direction of the
Freedmen’s Bureau.

Juneteenth remains the oldest known cele-
bration of slavery’s demise, commemorating
freedom while acknowledging the sacrifices
and contributions made by courageous African
Americans towards making our great nation
the more conscious and accepting country that
it has become.

As the Nation prepares to celebrate July
4th, our national day of independence, it is a
time to reflect on the accomplishments of our
nation and its people.

| want to thank the Members of the House
for their bipartisan support of this annual
Juneteenth Resolution, which has 214 cospon-
sors, of which 202 are original sponsors.

General Granger’s reading of General Order
No. 3 ended chattel slavery, a form of per-
petual servitude that held generations of Afri-
cans in bondage in the United States for two-
hundred and forty-eight years and opened a
new chapter in American history.

Recognizing the importance of this date,
former slaves coined the word “Juneteenth” to
mark the occasion with a celebrations the first
of which occurred in the Texas state capital in
1867 under the direction of the Freedmen’s
Bureau.

Juneteenth was and is a living symbol of
freedom for people who did not have it.

Juneteenth remains the oldest known cele-
bration of slavery’s demise.

It commemorates freedom while acknowl-
edging the sacrifices and contributions made
by courageous African Americans towards
making our great Nation the more conscious
and accepting country that it has become.

The celebration of Juneteenth followed the
most devastating conflict in our country’s his-
tory, in the aftermath of a civil war that pitted
brother against brother, neighbor against
neighbor and threatened to tear the fabric of
our union apart forever that America truly be-
came the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once
said, “Freedom is never free,” and African
American labor leader A. Phillip Randolph
often said “Freedom is never given. It is won.”

Truer words were never spoken.

We should all recognize the power and the
ironic truth of those statements, and we
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